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Anne Lange ‘ 5_”% R

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association { HRFA ) is a nationally
recognized concervation leader, representing individual sport fishermen
of the New York and New Jersey area. As a member of the HRFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 1s
already occurring in ihe EEZ before opening these waters to directed
fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in
the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During
these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to
commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the
moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there arc concerns about the relative lack
of larger fish in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increascd pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6
secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in thc EEZ could cause the
fishing mortality rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased
offort and landings in the EEZ could then result in more restrictive
management measures for cccreational fishermen such as higher minimum
size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which would surely
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add up to lost opportunitics for the recreational fishing sector. /;‘/ég

Striped bass are far to0 valuable to the recreationgl fishing s::ctor e_md_ [
coastal communitics to be compromised by opentng the EEZ at tl:llS tl'mi; }
strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium mane

EEZ.

Sincerely, |

Name:  Aoglr 1 (akesons K.
Signaturc - |

et

Address: . 27 £, C_j@/gﬁ/?/b’&' \
Date ?/ij / 03

City: 8(,4/:65 7?)_?’/?./ State: AT Zip: O752)
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Apne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division ‘
_Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisherics Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( HRFA ) is a pationally recognized concervation
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. Asa
member of the HRFA, | respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occufing in the
EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of siriped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large b@ders, During
these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable o commercial nets. Onthe
water observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality

+

in the EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate T TEMOVE the moratorium
unti] this is addressed. | '

Second, as Amendmam 6 states, there are CONCEINS about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorivm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thos, the long-term sustainabitity of the stock would be
threatened.

ipe i fishing mortality rate 10
, an open harvest of striped bass in the BEZ could cause t]fm .
zxufeﬂf;rznetspsﬂ;‘: in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the E]?Z coulc'l t?mm resuit
in more resmctive mﬂnﬂgement‘measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mininum
size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
'~ opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far t00 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal ‘camrigmssiesc’g);s
compromised by opening the EEZ at this tirpe. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continuc P

 harvest moratorium in the EEZ. |
© Sincerely, ) ; |
+ ‘ . -%.5}
Name: __ lj/(/ﬂlfp @GQLJW-Q/ Signature M “ ﬁr- - __ﬁﬁ,
AddIESS: /0 &7 w M@% G"’l Date [z tf_ =
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
NWational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms, Lange:
The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( FIRFA }isa nationally recognized concervation leader, representing

individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. As a member of the HRFA, I respectfully urge
NMEFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already pecurring in the EEZ before i
opening these waters to divected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass ocecur annually in the Mid- |
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are |
particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a |
significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriateto

remove the moratorinm until this 15 addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Litting the
moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment © seeks to
enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to exceed the targets
set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result in more restrictive management
measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons
which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the recreational fishmg sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sincerely, | . o

Name: M j M Signature &iﬁ«j&/b M “
Address: / % UCJ\C oj\r&L\ ﬁ\u{’u\u P Date L

City: ..l:_o\'lAt‘ \‘\iﬁ\w&km State: NS zip: € 203 U,
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division 5 e
Office of Sustainable Fisheries i & IR T s
National Marine Fisheries Service ' SEP 9

1315 Bast-West Highway, Room 13317 _
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 e o

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( HRFA ) is a nationally
recognized concervation leader, representing individual sport fishermen
of the New York and New Jersey area. As a member of the HRFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is
already occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters (o directed
fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in
the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During
these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to
commiercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the
moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack
of larger fish in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment &
seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the
fishing mortality rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased
effort and landings in the EEZ could then result in more restrictive
management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum
size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which would surcly
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“add up to lost Dpportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and
. coastal communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I

' I ium in the
strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass hagvg% pllg;ra}%n# n

EEZ. :.
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Sincerely, .

o s Cartn 0 e
Siaglrllzt\ll'ﬁ j/!f\./‘

Address: ___9'7 a'C/BM ’é/{ |

Date T2U2 ) |
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Sitver Spring, Maryland 20910
V1A FACSIMILE (301) 713:0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( 1IRFA ) is a nationally recognized concervation
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey arca. Asa
member of the HRFA - 1 respect{ully urge NMFS 1o keep the BEZ ¢losed 1o striped bass fishing.

Iirst, NMFS musi address the commercial bycalch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
1:1iZ before opening these walters to directed fisherics, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Adantic BEZ and many of these fish arc large brecders. Durng
these migrations, large numbers of bass arc particularly vulnerable 1o commercial nets. On.the
walyr observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass
mortality in the CEZ duc (o commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the
moratorjum until this is addresscd.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
slock, Tifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger
{ish, which Amendment 6 secks to ephance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened.

Vurthermore, an open harvest of s(riped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then
Lesull in more restrictive management measures for reereational fishermen such ag higher

1 inimum size hmits, redueed bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost
upportunities for the recreational fishing sector, :

Striped bass are far loo valusble 1o the recrcational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the BIZ al this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to ¢ontinue the striped bass
Iervest moratorinm i the EEZ.

Lineorely,

WNinne: __?ﬁrﬂff-_,_{'(\?_'i’:}’ﬁf.ﬂ) o Signature__ fl—A ; ) 3

poaress [d7_FokT LeE RD Dot 92403
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VIA FACSIMILE (301) 71 3-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
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The Hudson River Fishermen's Association { HRFA ) isa nationally recognized concervation leader, representing
individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey arca. ‘As a member of the HRFA, I respectfully urge

NMES to keep the EEZ cloged to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commetcial bycatch of striped bass that js alrcady occurring in the FEZ before
opening these waters to directed fisheries. Fxtensive coastal migrations of striped bass ocour annually in the Mid-
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are

that there is already 2

Tt would not be appropriate to

 particularly vulnerab le to commercial nets. On the water observations have shown

significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch

remove the moratorium untl this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are COnceTns about the relative Jack of larger Fsh in the stock. Lifting the
motatorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish, which Amendment 6 secks to

~ gnhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate 1o gxceed the targets
set in Amendment 6. Tncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result n more restrictive management
measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimurn size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons

which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing secior and coastal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

/ Ania)

Sincerely, DD J :
Name: -~ U/\m v A e i Signature___/ﬁ,l-}l\) S

Address:U/RL/ [u/e:"}\-'?# L. ISle Date ‘?Zﬁ-"( /05 .
i = f
City: _C_)U.mm 3 State: N A Zip: {}?Cib (
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Anne Lange : o E

Chief, State-Federal Fisheties Division ' il I e

Office of Sustainable Fisheries JJ CE s

National Marine Fisheries Service & SEP 24 2

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317 3

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 By

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association { HRFA } is a nationally recognized concervation leader, representing
individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jetsey area. As 2 member of the HRFA, 1 respectfully urge

NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already cccurring in the EEZ before
opening these waters to directed fisberies. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occtr annually in the Mid-
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large murobers of bass are

particularly vulnerable o commercial nets. On the watex observalions have shown that there is alteady a
significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to

rermove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative tack of larger fish in the stock. Lifting the
moratoriurm weuld place an increased pressure on the stack of older, larger fish, which Amecndment 6 seeks to

ephance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rale to gxceed the targets
set in Amendment 6. Increased offort and landings in the EEZ could then result in mote restrictive management
measures for recreational fishermetl such as higher mipimum size linits, reduced bag limits, and shortet seasons

which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium n the EEZ.

Sincerely,

Address: .lM Date 9 1/9 o ll 03 -

City: (J WCAAG* . State: MS Zip: O 08N

10/28/2003

Name: “ﬁé‘fé& @ (Eﬁyﬂ,u\m[ AW Signature (Qx 7&1,_‘%——72/
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Figheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association (HRFA )isa nationally recognized goncervation
area. Asa

d bass fishing.

leadet, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey

member of the HRFA, 1 respectfully urge NMEFS to keep the

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bas
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped bas$
During these
omunercial nets. On the water

f striped bass mortality in the
the moratorium until this is

oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders.
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to ¢
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount O
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove

addressed.

EEZ closed to stripe
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S that is atready occurring in the

Second, gs Amendment ¢ states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure OR the stock of older, larger fish,

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

mortality rate to

exceed the targets set in Arnendrent 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management Measures for recreaiional fisherme
* fimits, reduged bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost

the recreational fishing sectot.

Striped bass are far 00 valugble to the recreational fishing sector
compromised by opening the REZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMF

Smﬂum

gy

harvest moratotium in the EEZ.

Sincerely,

Name: __"-;J_C-;hh C G‘c',‘t“-{_mﬁq_

Address: 4 Ol Aers IﬂUC'JLu-_JL-' Date

n such as
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~ Anne Lange

- Chiaf, Stata-Fedaral Fisharias Division

. Ofice of Sustainable Fisheries
Nationai Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

ViA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

~The Hudson River Fishermen's Association { HRFA ) is & nationally recognized
oncervation leader, representing individual sport fisherman of the New York and New
Jorsay area. As a member of the HRFA, | respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ

- ciosed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycetch of striped bass that is already
securing in the EEZ before opening these waters t directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish
. are large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly
vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water obiservations have shown that there is
.already a significant amount of striped bass martality in the EEZ due to commercial
‘pycatch. it would not be appropriate to remave the moratorium untit this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are conceina about the relative lack of larger fish
‘i the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an inCcreased pressure on the stock of

plger, larger fish, which Amendment.6 seeks to-enhance, Thus, the leng-term
sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

" Furthermore, an open harvest of siwiped bass in the €2 could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 8, increased effort and landings in the EEZ
could then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen
such as higher minimum size limits, reducgd bag limits, and shorter seasons which would
surely add up to lost opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the retyeational ‘fésninq sector and coastal
‘cammmunities to be compromised by opening the EEZ et this time. | strongly urge NMFS
1o continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Sincarely, ' \_/ /
amar;qe; W C?@)‘” A A MD@EA’SE&J Signature i ‘Q‘_\
pidress S I8 tnmasort RO Date_ Fdy-03

City: ME« MicFedd  State: N3 Zip G876
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Anneg Lange :
Chief, State-Federat Fisheries Division
Office of Sustamable Fisheries
National Matine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Stlver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

* The Hudson River F ishermen's Association ( HRFA ) is a nationally recognized concervation leader,
representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. As a member of the
HRFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. ‘

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ
before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of sirped bass occur
annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, large
numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that
there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It
would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this is addressed,

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of latger fish in the stock.
Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which
Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to exceed the
targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings it the EEZ could then result in more restictive
management measwes for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size limits, reduced bag limits,
and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest
moraiorium in the EEZ.

Sincerely,

Name: MJ_D ’S.ﬁ ¢ k 30N - Signature ] L
Address: _@E{%Cﬁ&k.a tal C:’F’ Date 21 [&ﬁ/ﬂ z
Cry: Hu”&d; A State: A/ Zip: O
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division e —
Offfice of Sustainable Fishe ies o m
National Marine Fisheries Service ) L 7/ 24 i
1315 East-West Highway, 1loom 13317

Silver Spring, Maryland 20710

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( HRFA }is a nationally recognized concervation leader,
sepresenting individual spot fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. As a member of the
HRFA, 1 respectfully urge NMFS o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address 1he commercial bycateh of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ
before opening these watet ; 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur
anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Dufing these migrations,
large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock.
Lifting the moratorium wold place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which
Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvst of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to exceed
the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result in more
restrictive management me asures for recreational fishermen such as higher minignum size limits,
reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector, ‘

Striped bass are far too val jable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening tae EEZ ai this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the ZEZ ‘

Sincerely, |

Name: JOHN _mOSCATELLO Signature éé 2 Lt

Address: 1% FRAXCES r~O. Date” ?Ai‘:ﬁf
Cityl I N QoL M .ﬁfa  Sute Mg Zips §797 4
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Anne Lange N U
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division N/ Cale R

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 7130596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association { HRFA ) is # nationally recognized concervetion
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. Asa
member of the HREA, 1 respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fishenies. Extansive coastal migrations of striped bass
oceitr annvally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to comumercial nets. On the water
ahservations have shown that there 1s already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
Efdrz ducdto commercial bycatch, It would not be sppropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
a essed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratoriurn would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

- threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Incteased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Iost opportunities for
the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Name: Mive L\!M:H Signature
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Association ( HRFA ) is a nationally recognized concervation
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. Asa
member of the HRFA, I respectfully urce NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ. before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass
occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

- EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger figh in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 ¢ Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as ligher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for
the recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far too valnable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities w be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Sincerely,

Neme: Hase X oh o DER, fﬁ’unﬁam Koas Signath—‘
Y /A /03
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Arne lLange

Chief, State-Fedetal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishertes

National Maring Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

‘The Hudson River Fishermen's Association (HRFA lisa ﬁaﬁon;ally recognized concervation
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. Asa
member of the HRFA, T respectfully urge NMES to keep the EREZ closed 1o striped bass fishing.

Pirst, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring n the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass
occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. Ou the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
FEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' ' '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish m the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wouldbe
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the FEZ could cause the fishing mertality rateto  ~
exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could thenresult

in mote restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mininwn size
iimits, reduced bag limits, and shortet seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for.
the recreational fishing sector. "

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comumunities t0 be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the: siripad bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Sincerely, . | N o
Name: 7 RANK WISwiwi &t Signature '%/
Address: GRY Cannmgr AWD Date g AT / o :
City: Pactom &) P Sute: T Zip: ST
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Anne i.ange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Manne Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Hudson River Fishermen's Asgociation { HRFA ) is 2 nationaily recognized concervation
teader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area, Asa
member of the HRFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters ta directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrauons of strped bass

occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have showk that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be approptiate to remove the moratorium until ths is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
exceed the tarpets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings it the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher TOAIImuUm Size
lignits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for

the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreatioual fishing sector and coastal communities 10 be
compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sincerely,

Name: { _/7* Signature,_ éﬂa’(ﬂ.—f’
Address: 3/ [A / O Wz~ /g_”/ 7 Dau; ?/ Z%ﬁ
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Arme Eange ‘

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sugtainable Fisherics
National Marinc Fisheriea Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

ViA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Fiudson River Fishcrmen's Association ( HRFA ) is a nationally recognized concervation fem:lax, represepti

f’g Iy )
\ %l )

HO. 343 FEl1s

individuat

sport fishermen of the New York and New Jerscy arca. As s member of the HRFA, | respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ

closed 1o swiped bass fshing,
First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occarring in the BEZ before

ing these

waters to dirceted fisheries. Extensive constal migrations of swiped bass oecur annumslly it the Mid-Atlantic EEZ jand meny of
these fish arc large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass ar¢ partieularly vulnerable to commescial nets.
On the water obscrvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ dus 10

commercial bycateh, | would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium vntif this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are conotrs about the relative lack of Jarger fish in the stock Lifling tho erm'ium
wonld place an inareased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus| the long-tera

sugtainability of the stock wautld be threatened.

Fusthermote, an open harvest of sriped bass sn the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to exceed the
Amendment 6. Increased offtrt and landings in the FE7F. pould then result in more restrictive management meas

s get in
fior

recreational fishermen such a5 higher minimum size Hmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which woutd surely add up

mlmcppommiﬁcsﬁrthnrmwﬁmnlﬁxhingm.

Striped bass are B 100 valuable (o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to be compromised bﬂ opening the

EEZ at thia time. I strongly urge NMES tn continue the striped hass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sinecrely, . .
Nome: /£ 7ER A DALY Signanire C’;‘Z‘Fu @a—éf
Add:m:_@;ﬂ?_'-? N Byzekett Date G2t 2.3

City: F&ME@/‘?WV stater T zipe©8 737
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Anne Lange | i
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division A
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisherics Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Yot )

VIA FACSIMILE (301) 713-0596
Desr Ms. Lahge:

‘The Hudson Rivet Fishermen's Association ( HRFA ) 1s a nationally recognized cohcetvation
leader, representing individual sport fishermen of the New York and New Jersey area. Asa
member of the HRFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass
oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are latge breeders. During these
migrations, larpe numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commerciat bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concemns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased presstire on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthertmore, an open harvest of sitiped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate to
excced the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for
the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be

compromised by opening the BEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sincerely, :
Name: o Wveng Chvelrovn Simejémgi
Address: E \,h\u\m_ Qal Date 3!14‘_55 '

City: Qw.qa,g“& State: NB  Zip: ¢7456
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